riage vows, remained neighbors for many years" 290-92) .
The distinctly appealing aspect of Mersman' s diary is the glimpse it offers into the lives, the camaraderie, and the strategies for success of ambitious single young men in the antebellum era. Diary entries include details of his daily routine. He sometimes discussed work affairs, but mostly he recounted stories that sugtested the comfortable, almost carefree pace of life he enjoyed with his friends:
Socializing with them and with family, attending the theater and concerts, drinking ale in saloons, smoking cigars, flirting with women, and improving himself with his studies of French, the flute, and tlie guitar. We also see his anxiety as he made plans to move to St. Louis to begin his own business, his worry as cholera struck iii 1849 and periodically thereafter, his unhappy frustr·ation and struggle with syphilis, and his hopes for marriage. On the other hand, the Union' s objectives 
